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Dear children, 


Ane is a happy month when school reopens after the holidays and you 
center the new class room on promotion. Naturally you are thrilled. New books, 
new teachers, new lessons and of course fresh doubts and problems! Thank 
God, atleast you have old friends to stand by you. Meeting them after a long 
separation and exchanging holiday experiences is a joy. Gokulam gives you 
one more set of colourful labels along with this issue for your new books. Best 
of luck to you during this academic year. 

June is also the month when the south west monsoon sets in. Gujarat, 
Rajasthan and Andhra have been experiencing severe drought for the past 
‘two months. The problem intensified 
when underground water too became 
scarce. Let us hope that there will be 
no delay in the onset of the monsoon 
and that all states will experience nor- 
‘mal rainfall. 


A. maior problem that almost at 
states are facing is that the under- 
ground water level is sinking. That is, 
‘one has to go deeper and deeper into 
the earth to tap water. This is the re- 
‘sult of indiscriminate exploitation of 
underground water. Multistoried build- 
ings need more water which is obtained by sinking borewells. 

‘Agriculturists too pump out ground water with little thought of water 
conservation. Drip irrigation and other modern methods should be adopted 
by farmers to save water. All of us should make up our minds to use as little 
water as possible for bathing, washing etc. Simple methods for recharging 
underground water must be learnt and adopted. 

Underground water should thus be saved for a future drought situation, 
just as we save money for some future contingency. 

‘Remember this when you take a bath next time! 








Love 
\worder 
Of all created things the loveliest, s 
And most divine are children. K. Rajendran, 
— William Canton Editor 
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2 | have been reading this magazine 
for the past five years, lke the Hello, 
Doctor! column. The magazine is a 
knowledge bank. 

N. Jayshree, age-16, 
Little Angels School, 
‘Mumbai 





2 Can we draw on inland letters and 
send them to you for the Art Gallery 
section? 

\Vadanani Priya, PDC, 
Al Saints College 
Trivandrum. 





Dear Janani Priya, 
Draw / paint on plain, unruled white 

sheets and include your name, age/class, 

‘name of school, and full house address. 


2 Thanks for publishing my article in 
the May 2000 issue. The day | received 
the magazine was the happiest day 
inmy ife. Gokulam encourages 
readers to send in more 
contributions. 

J. Aarthy, 

Udumalpet. 

© 1 am reading 

Gokulam since 1998 

Gokulam is my companion. 

The magazine is educative 

‘Thanks for introducing the 
penpals column, 

Sandhya Eshwaran, 

Std IX, Vivekananda 
Vidhyal 
Chennai. 





© I have sent many contributions. 
None has been published. Even my 
contribution to Grandma worm hasn'ttbeen, 
considered. 





Std IX B, Chinmaya Vidhyalay 
Kasargod. 





Dear Naufarah, 
Do keep trying. Perhaps your articles 
were not up to the mark. if'a problem 


similar to yours has been discussed in the 
Grandma worm column, it will not be 
considered again 


2 | am a regular reader of your 
magazine. It improves my knowledge of 
various subjects. Can you publish 

something about plants 
and trees? 






















Dear Tripta, 

We'll ry to publish some interesting 
facts on plants. Watch out in the future 
‘sues. 

2 | stil read Gokulam though it's a 
children's magazine. It's an excellent 
magazine. Keep up the good work, 

Nisha Rajan, age - 19, 
Mumb: 
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As the mass of gases that formed 
earth cooled gradually simple 
‘compounds of methane, ammonia and 
water vapour began to be formed. The 
molecules held together as thick 
clouds. 

Then some of the water vapour 
condensed and came down to the 
surface as continuous rains. The rains 
paved way for the formation of large 
water bodies, Ultra - violet radiation from 
the sun and frequent lightning helped 
to form several other compounds. 
‘These chemicals as well as minerals 
and salts were washed away from land 
into the seas. 

‘Sometimes two or more compounds 


fused to form larger compounds like 
simple carbohydrates, proteins, fats 
and nucleic acids. Such molecules 
slowly organised themselves and 
formed small aggregations. 

These bodies acquired the 
properties of life, growth, metabolism 
and multiplication. Gradually, cells and 
simple organisms evolved and living 
matter came into being in primeval sea 
water. 

The complex living forms of today 
slowly evolved from the above simple 
organisms as time went by. 

‘Suman Nandi, 
Std Vill, KV No 1. Kalaikunda 
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know thatyouareon  \\ 
I vacation, but have 

you made time to 
record yourself every 
day for about a minute or 
two? Remember what 
| said when I began this 
series? 

This column is 
aimed at helping you \_| 
improve your English. In 
order to achieve this, YOU 
have to put in some effort. 


You cannot expect to im- 
prove your language just 
by reading articles. You 
know what they say, "No 






wSe vyouR 


pain, no gain’! 

Those of you 
Who have been re- : 
cording yourselves, . 
why don't you share your experi- 
ences with the rest of us? We can 
try and get a conversation going. 

So please do write in. 

Today, | am going to answer 
some of the questions that | had 
raised in the previous column. The 
questions that | had asked you to 
keep in mind while you listened to 
your recorded talks. 

What is your rate of speech? 
What do | mean by this? Do you 
speak very fast or very slowly? 

Indians, in general, have a ten- 
dency to speak very fast. All you 
have to do is turn on the TV and 





ODLE 


listen to those children who are 
being interviewed. Some of them 
speak so fast that it's impossible to 
make out what they are saying. 

Foreigners who visit India com- 
plain about our fast speech alll the 
time. 


any of us think that if we. 

M speak fast, people will be 

very impressed. Do you 

use language in order to impress 

others or in order to communicate 

with others? | hope it is to commu- 
nicate with others. 

Why is it that many of us speak 











PEAKING .U 
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very fast? Perhaps this is a habit 
we pick up in school. When we are 
in school, we are expected to 
memorise from our textbooks an- 
swers to questions. 

‘When the teacher asks a ques- 
tion in class, we are required to 





understand you. So what can you 
do to help him/her to understand 
you? Make a conscious attempt to 
slow down your rate of speech. 
When you slow down, two things 
will happen. (1) You'll take more 
time to say what you want to say, 
and perhaps more important, 











(2) You'll give your listener 

more time to take in what 

you're trying to say. 

Ss yourself the next 
time, do the follow- 

ing: (a) record yourself at the 

speed at which you normally 


speak, and (b) consciously 
speak at a slower speed and 


‘© when you record 








stand up and reproduce the answer 
without pausing for too long. If we 
stop in between, the teacher thinks 
that we do not know the answer and 
punishes us. In order to avoid pun- 
ishment, what is it that we do? 

We say whatever we have to say 
very quickly. Unfortunately, we carry 
this habit of speaking fast into the 
world outside the classroom as well 
When we blurt out the answer 
quickly in the classroom, the 
teacher and our classmates have 
no problems in understanding us 
because they too know the answer. 

So they don't really have to pay 
attention to what we are saying. 

In everyday conversation, your 
listener has no clue to what you are 
going to say. And if you speak very 
fast, he/she will find it difficult to 


record yourself. 
When you listen to the two re- 
cordings, you'llfind that your slower 
speech is much clearer and easier 
to understand. Try and make this 
aes SSS 


Why do we speak 


fast? 


slower pace, your normal speed. In 
order to achieve this you'll have to 
consciously slow down, 

What kind of errors are you mak- 
ing? We all make mistakes when 
we speak. These are called ‘slips 
‘of the tongue’. Sometimes when we 
speak, we consistently make the 
‘same mistake over and over again. 
Alllof us, for example, know that in 
English, when we ask a question, 
the verb comes immediately after 
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the “Wh" word. “What is your 
name?”, “Where does Ananya 
tive?”. 

Although we know this rule, 
sometimes in our hurry while 
speaking, we end up saying “What 
your name is?" and “Where Ananya 
lives"? When you listen to your re- 
Se 


What errors creep 
in when we speak? 





corded talks, note down all the mis- 
takes that you have made. It could 
be errors. in grammar, 
pronunciation.etc. 


ee if these mistakes fall into 

apattem. That is, see if you 

are making the same kind 
‘of mistake over and over again. If 
you are, then you know what kind 
of mistakes you are making. 

‘Once you become aware of your 
mistakes, you can try and avoid 
them. Most people who make mis- 
takes in their speech are not even 
aware that they are making them. 

Do you put on an accent? I have 
met people whose accent has 
changed as soon they came to 
know that they were going to 
‘America or England for further stud- 
ies. Have you? 

What do you do in such situa- 
tions? You end up laughing! 

You wonder why the person has 
changed his/her accent all of a sud- 
den. This will happen to you as well 
if you start putting on an accent. 
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When you speak, be as natural as 
possible. Nothing is as irritating as 
a false accent. People will see 
through it and laugh behind your 


beak S. UPENDRAN 


M.S. Ummu Ammara trom 
Lobpet writes that he feels shy to 
speak in English. He 
wants to know how he 
can overcome his 
shyness. Well, 
Ummu you are 
not alone, there 
‘are many stu- 
ents out there lke you who ore 
affraid of using the English tan- 





Letme tell you there is only one 
way of improving your speaking 
‘sl and that is by speaking. You 
can read a lot of books on speak- 
ing. They will not help you be- 
come a better speaker, YOU BE- 
COME A BETTER SPEAKER BY 
SPEAKING. Don't worry about 
making mistakes! 

‘Making mistakes is part of the 
leaming process. After all, when 
we leamt our mother tongue we 
made alot of mistakes. We didn’t 
let those mistakes get us down 
‘and stop us from leaming the lan- 
guoge. Perhaps one way of over- 
‘coming your shyness is to recora! 
yourself every day. This way. you 
willget used fo the idea of speak- 
ing in English and at the same 
fime not wory about making mis- 
tokes. 

This will give you the confi- 
dence you need fo use English 
with the people around you. 
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CREATIVE CORNER 


EGG IN YOUR 
SHOWCASE 














How about showing your friends _ tender. This egg can now be forced 
an egg inside a bottle whose mouth into the mouth of a narrow necked 
can hardly admit your thumb? bottle. Once the egg is inside the 

Take an egg and soak it in abow! bottle pour some cold water into the 
of strong vinegar for about three bottle, The cold water will harden the 
whole days. Then take it out of the egg and make it normal. Now pour 
vinegar and you will find out the water taking care not to 
that the shell has break the egg. Your showpiece is 
become now ready. 
















There is no way you can 
separate them again. So if you 
want the egg, you will have 
to break the bottle. If you 
want the bottle you will 
have to break the egg! So 
which do you want, the 
bottle, or the egg? 


L. Sheeba, age 
15, Sanjose M.S. 
Mettupalayam. 





louds, the beautiful 
floating shapes in 
the sky, have been 
studied intensely. They 

are sometimes white and 

at other times dark and 

gloomy. Different kinds 

of clouds are named 

according to their shape 

and structure, 












* Cumulus clouds ground compared to the rest of the 
The clouds that look like great clouds. They are seen early in the 
sheets pulled across, covering a morning or late in the evening when 
large portion of the sky are called the air is stil 
stratus clouds. When a stratus cloud is dark and 
Strato means sheet- givesa steady rainfall, itis called a 
like. These types of ‘nimbus stratus’ cloud. ‘Nimbus 
clouds are closertothe means rain, so nimbostratus 
means rain-sheet. Nimbus is the 
name Romans gave to the rain- 
bearing clouds. These clouds are 


rather shapeless. The lower half 
of this cloud is heavy with moisture 
which turns into rain drops. 


Clouds which look like 
cotton balls or scoops of 
ice-cream piled up are called 
‘cumulus’ clouds. These clouds 
have a flat base and appear to rise 
in domes. These clouds have a 
cauliflower like structure. 

‘Cumulus clouds can rise high 
and grow dark and heavy with rain. 
They are called the ‘cumulo 
nimbus' clouds which means ‘pile 
of rain’ 

‘Stratocumulus’ clouds are a 
mixture of stratus and cumulus 
clouds. They appear piled up and 
cover much of the sky. 

The highest 


<i 





— 
" 


Cd 






clouds 
above us are the 

‘cirrus’ clouds. They are 
white and thin and are composed 


oot 







ofice crystals. ‘Cirrus’ means acurl 
of hair. When these clouds are 


* Alto-cumulus clouds are seen 
‘between 8000 and 20,000 feet, 


WE." piled together, they are 
called —cirro-cumulus 
clouds. 

Alto-cumulus clouds are round, 
white or greyish masses of small 
cumulus clouds, packed closely 
together. They can be seen 8000 
to 20,000 ft. above the earth 
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The thick, grey-blue cloud sheet 
that forms near the grounds called 
alto-stratus. Cirro-stratus is a thin, 
white sheet formed of ice crystals 
Cirro-cumulus is a mass of small 
cumulus clouds which form at 
heights above 20,000 ft 


hatever their appearance, 
Wh cescavsreraceus 

of condensed water vapour. 
Clouds made up of water droplets 
are high fogs. These fogs can be 
seen in mountains 

‘A mountain climber may see 
clouds veiling the mountain peak 
On reaching the peak he may see 
billowing masses of clouds that 
may appear like a large lake 

How clouds are formed 

When the sun's rays strike water 
surfaces upon the earth, some of 
the water is evaporated or is 
absorbed by the air as water 
vapour. Ata given temperature air 
can hold only a certain amount of 
water vapour. 

When air holds all the water 
vapour it can at its temperature, it 
is Said to be saturated. If the air is 
then cooled, some of the water 
vapour which it contains must 
condense and clouds will form. If 
the temperature of the air at which 
‘condensation takes place is above 
freezing, water droplets form. If it 
is below freezing, then ice crystals 
form. 

When warm, moist current flows 
over a colder surface then too 
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clouds form. When a cold current 
of air flows over warm water, clouds 
are formed. 

When clouds come in contact 
with warm air that is not saturated 
with moisture, parts of clouds will 
evaporate. As a result, clouds 
change in shape. 

Weather forecast 

Weathermen study clouds 
before making predictions. Clouds 
create problems for pilots. Low 


1) Can you change a rupee note in 
such a way that there are exactly 
fifty coins? No 2 paise coins can 
be used. 
2) Can you write 1789 in Roman 
figures? 


MK. Saranya, 
VE, 

S.LE.S. HSS., 
Mumbai. 
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clouds make it hard for the pilot to 
see when landing the plane or 
taking off. 
G. Sri Madhura, Std. VII C, 
Sri Sitaram Vidhyalaya 
MHSS, 
Chennai 
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MAKING HOMEWORK 
INTERESTING 


Jomework ls not interesting even to 
the best of students. Many stil find it a 
‘burden, Follow the guidelines mentioned 
here. It will make homework interesting 

Keep In touch: Find out the teacher's 
homework policy at the beginning of the 
school year — how much, or how often is 
homework given. Ifyou don’t understand 
‘any point then approach the teacher with 
your doubts 

‘A regular homework time : A routine 
«will help you to get Into the habit of settling 
down to studies. Ifyou have no assignments 
then read up chapters that will be taught in 
‘school the next day. 

Your attention Is needed : Let all your 
attention remain on your homework. Do 
not watch television or listen to radio until 
you finish your homework. 

Celebrate, praise and motivate 
Parents, teachers, brothers and sisters play 
vital role. They must motivate the child 
to do the homework with interest and 
neatness. Praise the child for doing the 
homework. 

Die your interest : Have a break ater 
each homework. Watch the garden. TVetc, 
fora few minutes. Never take along break. 
twill change your attitude. 

Pallavi Prasad, age 15, 
Nightingales HS, Bangalore. 
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avi and Mani were friends. 
Ravi's wife and son lived 
across the river in large town, 
Mani's family also lived in the 

same town. Mani hada large family of 

four brothers. His father had died ina 

flash flood several years ago. His 

aged mother and her sons lived 

together in the town. One day, Ravi 

‘and Mani decided to visit their families, 

Both the men worked in a factory on 

the other side of the river. Since it was 

‘monsoon, the river was in spate. The 

two men hired a boat. Ravi and Mani 

persuaded a boatman to take them 

across fora large sum of money. The 

boatman refused to ferry them, 

Ravi and Mani 

decided to go by 

themselves. By the 

time they reached the 

middle of the river, it 

became clear that the 

boat may not reach the 

bank. The floods and the rains made 

it dificutt for them to navigate. Soon, 

the boat developed a leak. Ravi and 

Mani tried to bail out the water. But, 

the boat began to sink 

They jumped into the water and 
decided to swim to the other bank, 
along with the current. 


t was dark and stormy. Neither 
men could spot the bank. They 
were not good swimmers either. 

Just then Ravi spotted a log floating 

down the river. He grabbed the log 

and pulled Mani along 
Mani realised that the log could 
support only one person. He said, 

"Ravi, you have a family. Here, hold 
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on to the log and reach the bank. My 
brothers will take care of my mother. 
Your farrily needs you for support” 
Ravi would not listen to this. The 
storm grew severe and the currents 
in the river became stronger. Mani et 
go of the log and swam away from 
Ravi. Ravi watched as his friend was 
washed away by the river. 
‘The next morning a few fishermen 
discovered an 


unconscious Ravi on the river bank. 
He was taken to the hospital where he 
regained consciousness. He learnt 
later that Mani's body had been 
recovered from the river not far from 
the town. Ravistil visits Mani's mother. 


S.Sowmya, Std Ill B, 
‘St. Anne's Eng. School, 
Kumbakonam. 





Dear Sowmya, pl. send 
your house address. 








© T.C. Srilekha, Chennai. 
? Why does hair fall during 
fever? How can one grow 
back the lost hair? 

!The human 
scalp contains 
about one 
lakh hairs, 
of which 75. 
to 150 are 
normally 
shed daily. Just like the growth of 
hairs, the fall of hairs is a 
continuous process, randomly 
distributed in the scalp. During 
growth a hair undergoes three 
stages namely growing stage 
(Anagen), resting stage (Catagen) 
and falling stage (Telogen). 

In prolonged high fevers, the 
patient suffers from stress, This 
induces premature growing of hairs 
‘and hastens the resting and falling 
stages. 

In toxic fevers like typhoid, the 
toxins in the blood may destroy the 
hair follicles resulting in hair fall 
Some drugs given to arrest fever 
may cause blood dyscrasia i.e., 
abnormality in the blood cells. This 
condition leads to hair fall 

Many people suffer from 
nutritional deficiencies during fever. 
itmay also cause hair fall. To grow 
back the lost hair, we have to 
eliminate the cause first. Then the 
essential nutrients for the growth of 
hairs like proteins, iron, zinc can be 
‘substituted in food. 

Milk, curd, egg, meat, beans, 
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cauliflower, dates, beetroot, 
cashew nut and fish are rich in the 
above mentioned nutrients. 
Regular intake of these items may 
result in growth of hai 








@ Suganya M. 
Karunanidhi, 
Mumbai. 
? What is 
conjunctivitis? 
How can we 
provent it? 

| Conjunctivitis 
is a condition in 
which the 
conjunctiva of 
our eyes are 
inflammed 
Conjunctiva is a thin and 
transparant membrane covering 
the inner portion of the eyelids and 
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‘outer portion of the eye. 

Itis a highly infectious disease 
caused by bacteria, viruses, 
chlamydia or allergens, It spreads 
through contaminated objects such 
as towels, soap and handkerchiefs 
used by the patient, It starts 
suddenly. The eyes become red 
and the eyelids are swollen 

The patient feels discomfort and 
a yellowish liquid is discharged in 
the eyes. He finds it dificult to open 
the eyes in the morning because 
the discharge gums the lashes 
together. ‘Madras eye' is a typical 
example of viral conjuncti 

Prevention : Personal hygiene 
should be improved. Avoid the use 
‘of common towels, soap and 
handkerchiefs. Avoid the use of 
kajal and surma with the same 
applicator. Frequent washing of 
hands and eyes with clean water is 
important to prevent the spread of 
the disease 








© K. Poornima, Chennai. 
? What is thyroid problem? How 
is it caused? Is there a cure? 
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| Any health problem caused by 
the thyroid gland is generally called 
‘thyroid problem’. The thyroid gland 
isan endocrine gland situated in the 
neck, just below the voice box on 
the front side. It cannot be seen or 
palpated in a normal person. 


$ Shaped like a butterfly, it has two 


lobes, one on either side of the wind 
pipe. 

The thyroid gland produces 
thyroxine hormone by utilising the 
iodine in the blood, According to 





the needs of the 
body, it is 
released into 
the blood, It 
regulates the 
metabolism of 
the body, It 
maintains 
homeostasis 














during the 
periods of 
stress and 
strain, It also 


provides a fine balance to the 
various regulatory systems of the 
body. 

Thyroid problem may arise in two 
ways. In the first type, the activity 
of the thyroid gland remains normal 
while its size increases and appears 
like a tumour in the neck, This is 
called ‘goitre’. In the second type, 
the activity of thyroid is affected 
This condition is called ‘hyper 
thyroidism’ or ‘Grave's disease’. In 
case of low activity, itis called ‘hypo 
thyroidism’ or ‘myxoedema’ 
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Lack of iodine in the body is the 
main cause of goitre formation. 
The use of iodised sal in food can 
prevent it. Proper intake of food 
items like fish, green vegetables 
and milk will fulfill the body's 
iodine requirements. 

The symptoms of hyper 
thyroidism are ‘popping up' of 
eyes, faster pulse rate, trembling 
fingers, extreme sensitivity to 
cold, loss of hair in eyebrows, 
puffiness of the face, swelling of 
the legs and drying and scaly 
appearance of the skin 

Various drugs can be used to 
normalise the activity of the gland. 
However, surgery of extra thyroid 
tissue is advisable for prompt 
cure. Patients suffering from hypo 
thyroidism can be given thyroid 
extract in the form of tablets to 
supplement the lack of thyroid 
function. 


© M.Neela Muhilvannan, 
Chennai. 

? What is piles? Is there a 

complete cure for piles? 





! Piles is a disease of the veins 
in the lower portion of the rectum 
and the anal region. As there are 
no valves in the veins a column of 
blood extends unsupported and 
dilates the veins. It results in the 
enlargement of the veins. It leads 
to piles. 

There are two types of piles: 1) 
Internal piles and 2) External piles. 
The first type is situated in the lower 
‘one inch of the rectum and upper 
part of rectal canal, The second 
type is situated around the anus. 

Chronic constipation is the main 
cause of piles. Frequent use of 
purgatives can induce it. Straining 
at micturition, pressure of tumours 
in the abdomen, obesity and portal 
congestion of the veins are other 
causes of the disease. 

Passage of fresh blood during 
defaecation, pain and swelling in 
the anal region are the symptoms, 
If detected during the early 
stages, correction of constipation 
itself cures the disease 
Increased intake of vegetables, 
fibrous foods and drinking of 
plenty of water are beneficial in 
correcting constipation 

Purgatives and laxatives 
should be avoided. If needed, 
liquid paraffin should be used. 
Treatment of the obvious cause 
is necessary. Surgical excision of 
piles is the last line treatment for 
complete cure, 

Dr. G. Ganesan, 
Rajapalayam. 
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here was great 
city of Jayabalpore 
that day. The world famous 
wrestler, Bison, was on a visit to 
Jayabalpore, and he was expected 
any minute. A huge crowd had 
gathered at the outskirts of the city 
awaiting his special chariot. 

The chariot finally arrived with a 
great deal of clatter, amidst wild 
cheering and applause. The 
wrestler got down, and raised his 
hand ina salute. He roughly 
pushed a few people who had 
gone a little too close to him, and 
grinned with a great dea! of 
pleasure. His teeth were irregular 
with large gaps between them. 

am going to the palace guest 
house’ he said. ‘Tomorrow I'l meet 
some of your champs in a few 
matches’. And then he went off 





THE 


He was from Poland and his 
name was Lykensky. His strength 
and ferocity had earned him the 
title, Lykensky the Bison, This was 
later shortened to Lyke Bison. He 
had won matches all over the 
world, and was the current 
European champion. 

King Jayabalan and his 
ministers received the wrestler in 
the reception hall of the palace. 
‘Welcome’ said Ayalaan, the 
minister for foreign affairs. He had 








A JAYABALAN STORY 
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been responsible forthe wrestler’s _ be quite a good wrestler. 
visit, He had seen Bison fighting “That must have been a long 
in Poland during one of his time ago’ said Bison 









diplomatic visits to that country, with a big leer. 
and had invited him to His majesty is still 
Jayabalpore. in very good form 






said Sigainasam, the 
yke Bison home — minister 
L bowes"e smiling 
the king ingratiatingly 
and shook at the king 
hands with all, That was a 
the ministers. mistake, for 
The ministers the king 
winced at his started 
vise-like grip, and believing it 
furtively nursed their was true. 
crushed hands ‘Wrestling is the 
like wrestling’ the sportof the Gods' said 
king said. ‘As a Solmannan, the 
matter of fact, | minister for publicity. 
1 thought it was the 
sport of politicians’ said 
Varisumai, the finance 
minister, to his friend 
Ayalaan in a low voice. 
Maybe, the sport of kings, 
too’ said Ayalaan. 
Perhaps | could have a 
match with you' the king said. 
There was a minute 
of stunned silence. 
Then Ayalaan 
said: "Your 
majesty, let us 

































not be hasty. We must talk it over 
among ourselves. Maybe if our 
distinguished guest would excuse 
us, we will adjourn to your private 
chamber and discuss it.’ 

‘Perhaps the champ would like 
some rest’ said Sigainasam. ‘The 
guest house is ready and waiting.’ 
B and left the hall escorted 

by four officials 
‘Now, your majesty, you 
should know more about 
Bison’ said Ayalaan. ‘He is 
a vicious fighter who mauls 
his opponents. And he is 
strong as a..., 

"AS a_ bison’ 
Varisumai 

"He charges like a 
rhino’ said Solmannan, 

‘And sometimes even bites 
like a baboon’ said Janwarappa, 
the minister for wildlife 

"He certainly looks like an ape’ 
said Arivili, the education minister. 

"lam not scared of animals’ said 
the king loftily. ‘Not even bisons,’ 

‘Look at it this way, your majesty’ 
said Sigainasam. ‘What will our 
country do if something happens 
to you?’ 

‘Nothing will happen to me said 
the king. ‘I know how to take care 
of myself. Watch this!’ And he 
suddenly caught Solmannan in a 
bear hug and brought him down 
with a thud. The ministers 
applauded. Solmannan got up with 


ison bowed to the king 





said 
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watt 


a sheepish grin, and dusted 
himself. 

‘There is a slight difference 
between Solmannan and Lyke 
Bison’ said Varisumai 

‘Certainly some difference’ said 
Ayalaan. 

‘Viva la difference!’ Solmannan 
exclaimed. 


'S 
Italian, 
‘That's French, your majesty’ 


said Arivili. ‘It means long live the 
difference.’ 


colmannan, stop showing 
off’ said the king. ‘We are 
all aware that you know 
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‘Whatever’ said the King. ‘Now 
let's talk about the match.’ 

“His majesty seems to be keen 
onit’ said Sigainasam. ‘So we had 
better talk to the bison and fix a 
time.” 

‘That's the spirit’ the king said, 
patting his home minister on the 
back, 

‘Ayalaan gestured to Sigainasam 
to wait. 'We must make sure that 
this is kept secret’ he said. ‘We 
don't want a huge crowd watching 
this.” 

"Why not?’ the king asked. 

"Well, Bison is our guest. In case 
you beat him very badly it could 
create an international incident’ 
Ayalaan said. Varisumai almost burst 
into laughter, but managed to 
‘convert it into a cough. Solmannan 
‘opened and shut his mouth like a 
frog in an attempt to curb any 
comment that he might blurt out. 

‘Let's have it in the palace 
grounds, with no admission for 
anyone but the ministers’ said 
Sigainasam. ‘That way we can 
keep the whole thing very private.” 

‘Can we have it this evening?” 
the king asked eagerly. 


‘il ask him’ Sigainasam said. 
he match between the king 
T and Lyke Bison was fixed for 

that evening. All the 
officials, peons, gardeners and 
others were asked to leave the 
palace and retum only the next day. 
‘Some chairs were put on the lawn 


for the ministers to sit and watch. 
Two sofas were placed on either 
side of the fighting arena for the 
contestants. At about 4 pm the two 
pugilists arrived on the scene. 
There was loud applause from the 
ministers. 

Bison was in a black leotard with 
striped briefs. The king filled to 
bursting point in a white satin 
leotard. His briefs were of a 
‘multicoloured pattern. His stomach 
‘seemed much larger than usual in 
the tight outfit, It seemed to have 
a life of its own and went before 
the king, quivering with every step 
he took. 

“This looks more like a ball game! 
said Ayalaan in a whisper to 
Varisumai. 

‘Well, the ball just arrived’ said 
Varisumai. 

The king and Lyke Bison stood 
facing each other. Tholaipesi, the 
minister for communications, was 
the umpire. Apothikari, the health 
minister stood by in case of 
emergencies. 

‘There will be eight rounds of two, 
minutes each’ said Tholaipesi 
‘There will be no hitting or 
punching. No scratching or biting.” 





He looked significantly at Bison at 
this point. ‘May the best man win.” 


‘olmannan sounded a gong, 
Ss and the match was on. The 
king and Bison caught hold 
of each other in a tight grip and 
swayed about hither and thither like 
a pair of overweight crabs. The 
king was already breathing rather 
heavily. They pulled and tugged 
each other. It was obvious that 
Bison was just toying with the king. 
Then with a careless toss of his 
arm, Bison threw the king down. 
The portly monarch landed with a 
thud that shook the grounds and 
sent all the birds in the trees 
fluttering away. Solmannan 
hurriedly sounded the gong. ‘End 
of Round One!’ he announced. 


Sing a song! 


Once two men were sitting on the 
branch of a tree. One of them was 
singing atthe top of his voice. Though 
the sound iritated the singer's friend 
he didn’t say anything. Suddenly the 
singer stopped. Then, he hung ups 
down. 

“What are you doing!” the man 
asked the singer. 

“1 sang the songs on the is side of 
the cassette. Now | am singing the 
songs recorded on the second side of the 
tape,” the singer replied. 

Chaitrali Wankar, 
Std X, Loreto Convent School, 


Mumbai. 
Doar Chaitral, Pl. send your house address. 
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The king rose painfully and 
staggered to his seat. Sigainasam, 
Solmannan and Tholaipesi took 
Bison aside for a talk. ‘You don't 
seem to realise that you are 
manhandling the king of this 
country’ Sigainasam hissed. 

“Aight isa fight’ said Lyke Bison 
with a smile, 

“ifanything happens to the king, 
the people will come for you' said 
Tholaipesi. 

“They'll tear you to bits’ said 
Solmannan ominously. Bison's 
eyes grew big like saucers, ‘You 
really think so?’ He asked with a 
note of fear in his voice. "You can't 
get away alive’ said Sigainasam. 

‘Have that in mind’ said 
Solmannan, and then sounded the 
gong. The wrestlers approached 
each other. The king barely 
touched Bison, and the world 
champion crashed down like a ton 
of bricks. The king gleefully lay on 
him and held him down. ‘One, two, 
three, the fight's over!’ yelled 
Tholaipesi. He pulled the king up 
to his feet, and raised his arm up. 
“The winner!” he announced. 

‘| am the greatest’ the king 
shouted and did a little dance 
which looked like a hippo 
cavorting. Everyone adjourned to 
the palace for a celebration. 

‘Itis so easy to deceive the king’ 
said Ayalaan to Varisumai 

"Most of all he deceives himself" 
said Varisumai. 

And that was that. 
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THE NEW 


ong long ago, people lived 
happily on earth, Birds and 
animals roamed the forests 
happily. In time, living in 
plenty and happiness, they 
became sinful. They quarrelled 
with each other and forgot to be 
kind. 

They grew wicked everyday. 
God who had created all living 
beings had no peace of mind. One 
day He called all the living beings 
toHim, They never came to meet 
Him. It was a great shock to God. 

He then called Pilchu Hadam 
and Pilchu Budi to Him. They were 
the first man and woman created 
by God. 


GOKULAM 








*Allthe living beings of the earth 
have become wicked and sinful," 
said God unhappily. ‘They are 
wrong-doers, I'll destroy all of 
them." 

"Oh, lord! Oh, God! Have mercy 
‘on them," Pilchu Hadam and Pilchu 


——— 


“They are wrong-doers. Ill 
destroy them” god said. 
See 


Budi fell at his feet. "Give them a 
chance to reform." 

God agreed to their request. He 
called the living beings of the earth. 
They, in their arrogance, never 
came, 
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“Sons, our 
dear sons,” 
The Pilchus 
pleaded with 
them. ‘Mend 
your ways. 
Give up all 
.\ sins, Seek 
fs our Lord's 
© blessings.” 
\\ Their advice 
went unheeded. 
In fury, God 
decided to destroy all 
+ on earth. "God, please 








Just as the Plichus reached the 
cave, dark clouds began to gather 
cover the Harata mountain. Soon, 
the clouds became darker and 
thicker. From the distance came 
the rumble of thunder. 

Crash! The thunder rolled 
again, Big drops of rain hit the 
earth. 

Pilchu struck his forehead with 
his hand, “Ithas started," he stared 
at the rain and storm in awe, 

God flashed a smile and struck 
the sky with His axe. Lightings 
blazed across the sky. A violent 





& 

have 
BM petay: the 
Pilchus 

pleaded. 
God took pity 
on them. “I'll 
save only the 
twoof you," said 
He. "Rain and 
storm shall 
sweep earth 
The world will 
be flooded. Go 
climb the 
highest peak of 
the Harata 
mountain. Take 
refuge ina cave 











atop the peak.” 





1 h, lord!" cried the 
Pilchus, tears rolling 
0 down their cheeks. 
“Hurry now," said 
God. ‘A fierce storm shall 
submerge the earth.” 
GOKULAM 


storm swept across the land. A 
great number of trees broke and 
fell on the ground. 

Men and women ran helter- 


skelter. Uprocted trees fell on 
them. Cows and calves called out 
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to each other. Animals sourried for 
shelter. There was utter chaos and 
panic. 

“They are going to die,” Pilchu 
Budi gasped at the sight. 

God flashed His eyes and more 
clouds gathered, Lightning flashed 

across the sky and rain lashed the 
earth. Soon, the forests became 
swamps. Langurs leapt nervously 
from branch to branch. Elephants 
trumpeted in panic. Jackals yelped 
and hyenas chuckled hysterically. 

There was no safe place for 
animals to go. The forests were 
submerged. Yet rains continued. 
‘Water was still rising. 


he rains continued for seven 

days and seven nights. The 

world was flooded. Only the 

peak of the Harata mountain 
was above water. The Pilchus could 
see everything from their cave. They 
did not eat or sleep for seven days. 
God stopped the rains after seven 
days. After a few days the water 
began to subside. 





"Why did the king have o minister 
who was brave, witty and inteligent? 

"Because the king had none of 
these!” 


H. Stinandini, 
XA, Assisi Mat. HSS., Chennai 





Pilchu Hadam and Pilchu Budi 
looked down from their cave. There 
was no sign of lf on earth. All the 
men, women and children were 
dead. 

So also birds, animals, even 
insects. Tears rolled down their face 
as they surveyed the destruction. 

God came to the Harata 
‘mountain. “Pilchu Hadam and Pilchu 
Budi," He called out. "Can you hear 
me? 

"Oh, God," cried the Pilchus. 
"What have you done?" 

"Don't weep for them, They were 
all sinners. 

The Pilchus prostrated before 
God. God blessed them. 

"Golive happily in the new world,” 
said He. “You will have many 
children. The earth will be filed up 
again." 

Pilchus built a mud hut at the foot 
of Harata. There were no plants, 
trees or crops. How could they live 
on this earth? 

By His grace, soft green grass 
grew and spread through the land 
Then grew shrubs and bushes. 
Finally, trees filled the earth. 

Pilchu Hadam and Pilchu Budi 
lived for many years after the deluge. 
They had many children and lived 
happily. Their children moved 
around the world and spread out. 
They are stil living. 

Will there be another deluge that 
may wipe out the Pilchus' children? 

‘Sukhendu Datta, 
Calcutta 
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BALU THE BULLY 





Story : KAUSIKAN; Illustration : CHELLAM 
Balu’ father is employed in a large company 
and holds a responsible job. Balu is the only 
child to his parents, When Balu's father, 
Ramesh, received his transfer orders, he was 
pleased. Balu’s mother, Kalyani, too was happy. 

‘They were moving into a new house, 

Balu is a smart boy. He is not a mischief- 
monger. Yet if someone creates trouble, he will 
give back as good as he gets. 

Balu and his parents have just arrived in 
Gokulam colony, 

THE COLONY BOYS 

















Funny face! Woot lost you! 
Wait. "show monkey- 
you who the face! Gopu, 
funny face i 


















Sure. Try and 
catch us 
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Saved by the swing. || !know a 
Suits the name Tiger way to 
perfectly. !must || bring those 





ity idea is working. \] (Got you. Now 
‘The bull dog has you are safely 
noticed the bone. 





oe Look at your son. His new 
fous ont friends are helping us to 
move in our things. 
Isn't Balu a smart boy? 
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A.eutt pangolins grow up to a 
length of two feet and weigh about 33 
Ib, Their bodies are covered with large 
scales while their limbs and head are 
Covered with small scales, Newborn 
pangolins exhibit soft scales. They 
harden as the babies grow up. Their 
underparts are covered with tough, 
pliable skin 

Pangolins are solitary, nocturnal 
creatures. They live in dry bush and 
{grassy plains and preter sandy soils 
During the day, pangolins rest in 
hollow logs or rock crevices. Atrican 
ppangolin live in holes dug and later 
vacated by aardvark, another kind of 
ant eater, ‘Pangolins do not need to 
dink water regularly, They can survive 
in dry areas with seasonal water 
supply 

Pangolins move rather slowly, They 
preter walking on their hind legs and 
Use their tails for balance. They do 
‘ot use their clawed forelegs. When 
threatened, pangolins will roll 
themselves Up into a tight ball. The 
scales on their body will protect them 
during attack trom enemy. 


PANGOLINS 


A pangolin will 
roam a territory for a 


Biren move on to a 
new place. A 
| pangolin 


roams 
over an area of 
eight sq.km 
during this period, 
Pangolins emit 
foul-smelling 
‘odour from their 
anal glands. 
This they use to mark: 


— Scaly Anteaters 


theirterritory. Apangolin’s secretion 
helps it to ward off other pangolins 
from encroaching on its territory, 

Pangolins feed on ants and 
termites. They locate ant nests by 
smelling them out. They rip open the 
nests with their clawed forelegs. 
Pangolins have a long, sticky tongue. 

They insert the tongue into the ants 
nests and tunnels. The ants, larvae 
and eggs stick to the tongue, along 
with soil and sand. Pangolins have no 
teeth, The soil helps the animal to 
digest its food. 

Pangolins mate during the wet, 
‘monsoon months when food is in large: 
supply. The babies are, however, 
born in the drier winter months. 
Pangolins produce only one offspring 
Baby pangolins cling to the mother's 
back in a vise-like grip. 

The infant takes refuge under its 
mother. The mother will curl around 
the infant, protecting it, Baby 
pangolins are weaned from their 
mother when they are three 
months old, 


In the Wild 
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1AM VERY 
HUNGRY, KUKUS 





PRUITS, AND \ 
1 wie 


(mane Four 
4 “phn, | 
DisnrpeRr) 
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COLOUR THIS SNEAKY SNACK E 
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Looking through a er 

When | learnt of the solar 
eclipse, | was excited. My 
parents told me that the eclipse 
shouldn't be viewed directly. | 
held sheet of glass over a lamp. 
‘When the black soot settled on 
one side of the glass my father 
asked me to holdit up against the 
sun and watch the eclipse. What 
glorious sightit was! Had itbeen 
a total eclipse it would have been 
a wonderful experience. 


Live and let live 

| was playing cricket with my 
friends. After a long spell, we had 
tired considerably. We perched 
‘on a. compound wall. I noticed a 
butterfly sitting on a flower in a 
‘nearby plant. | tried to hold down 
the butterfly with my fingers. 

My friend's aunt who noticed 
this, asked "doesn't the butterfly 
make you happy when you see 
it?" I replied that it did make me 

money?” the shopkeeper 
asked. The girl nodded and 
Picked up the money. 

Soon, she purchased a 
Packet of chocolates and some 
biscuits. While all my friends 
shared the goodies, | refused. 

It upset me that we had 
bought these things from 








G. Indresh, age 13, 
Mary Magdalene MS, Hosur. 





Food for thought 
It was sports day. Even before 


it was time for lunch we were 
hungry. We finished lunch and 
decided to visit the nearby shop. 
We were still hungry and decided 
that a chocolate would perk us 
up. 

At the shop as we looked 
about undecided, the shop 
keeper noticed a fifty 
tupee note near a girl's 
feet. 





id you drop your 


someone's money. Itwas theft, 
| felt. Later, in the evening, 


when | told my mother about 

———_—__________ the incident, she sald | had 
done the right thing, 

Megha Bindal, 

‘Std. Vill, 

AECS II, Mumbai, 





GOKULAM 30 sure 2000 












others also enjoy the sight.” 

Since then | don't harm even 
flies and beetles. 

Sajesh, 

Std. IX B, 

‘St. Joseph's Boys HSS, 

Coonoor. 


“Then don’t try to catch it. Let 
A hair-raising drive 

My uncle asked me to wait for 
him in the car while he went into 
his factory to attend to a job. 

fiddled with gadgets in the car. 
Bored, | clambered out of the car 
and walked up to a jeep parked 
nearby. The jeep was parked near 
a slope. | was fiddling with the 
brakes in the jeep. Suddenly the 
jeep began to move. | screamed 
in tertor, 

Not realising what | was doing, | 
stepped on the brake. The jeep 
came toa halt. The driver who had 
noticed the vehicle move had by 
then brought two bricks. Heplaced | Since ; ng held, 
them in front of the rear wheels and | "Me term p00 Preparey 
brought me back to the car. Science tog, | did wei)! for 

| wonder if the driver gave 
away my prank to my uncle. 1 
thanked my lucky stars for 
saving both the jeep and me 
from disaster. 

S. Vivek, Std. V, Calcutta. 

Dear Vivek, pl. send in the 
‘name of your school. 







































THE WISE P+: chicas, sta. vin 


Holy Family Convent, Karad 
| FRIEND tects 


[An old farmer once beftended'a parot] T The parrot provided relief 
from his shrewish wife, __ 














The bird flew off 
In agony. 





i husband wastes 
his time on a foollsh, 
bird, Besides you 
eat up all frults In 


The tarmer wondered what had 
happened to the parrot 
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Awalanag 








Eat to your tears 
‘content my flend, 





__ | 
— 
a 








‘Where did you” 
disappear my friend? 





‘When the farmer took leave of 
his frlend, It offered him a gift. 
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{ shall visit the parrot 
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Before the farmer could save his 
‘wife, the scorpions and snakes 
bit her to death. 


She rushed home so that she could 
‘open the box and see what riches she 
had gained. 
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‘The monsoon played truant and 
here we are trying to cope with taps 


JUST BEAT IT! running dry. 


Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh are 
reeling under the heat. The drought 


hhas claimed several 
hundred livestock. The 
scene is hard to digest. 
However, here are a few 
people who are coping 
with the summer he: 

out the least trouble. 
See how they cool off! 


1. Courtrallam. 
the water falls 
offer some 
rel 
2. City boys 
‘spend 
precious 
pocket 
money on 
tender 
coconuts. 
3. ce cream! 
A sure-fire way 
to beat the heat. 








' A Kila! O Akhil 

Akhila abandoned the 

game of hop scotch and 

ran home. “I have come to take you, 

to Srirangam to see the thaer,” said 
thatha when he saw her 

“Chithirai thaer, Srirangam thaer," 
chanted eight year old Kumar anna, 
four years her senior, 

‘Amma had already packed a bag 
‘and handed it to thatha. The three of 
them set off for the bus stop. it was 
quite a long walk from the village. A 
few people were walking to the bus 
stop. 

A bus was waiting at the bus stop. 
People were trying togetin though the 
bus was crowded. Kumar anna tried 
tohurry thatha along but thatha said 
there was plenty of time and that 
they could wait for an empty bus 

Many buses came and went, 
siilthatha waited. Kumar anna 
was quite frantic. “‘Thatha come 
on, let's go. Its getting dark, 
how will we find the way?” 

“Patience,” said thatha 
“Am {not there?” 

At last a bus that was 
quite empty arrived. They 
got in and Kumar and “% 
Akhila shared a window 
seat. Whatatreat! They > 
rarely went by a bus 
anywhere. 

The bus stopped 


and more people got into 
the bus, Soon, it was full and 
people were even perched 
‘on the foot-board. 

"Ranga! Ranga! At last 
we are here. Come let's get 
off, We have to walk from here, 



















said thatha. 


hey were in front of the 
T Rajagopuram. It was brightly 
lit It was almost eight o'clock 
of the night. The narrow street that led 
to the temple was crowded. People 
jostled them on the road. Shops lined 
both sides, Push carts were piled high 
with everything from pungent jack fruit 
to glittering bangles. The bustle 
frightened Akhila who held her 
grandfather's hand in a tight grip. 
Perisami was the watchman in a 
‘bunglow in Srirangam. The house had 
ahuge garden and a cow shed too. 
Perisami took them around 
to see the two frisky 
calves and three 
brown and black 
cows. By now, 
‘Akhila and Kumar 


were both sleepy. Without fuss, they 
drank a glass of rice gruel. They fell 
asleep on a maton the cement bench 
inthe verandah of the house, 


he next morning grandmother 
woke them up. After a quick 
wash under the tap in the 
garden, they put on fresh clothes that 
‘amma had packed in the bag. Akhila 
pranced around in her favourite gold 
and red pavadai, Grandmother gave 
them idlies and a cup of tea, Soon, it 


was time to leave. 

They walked towards South Chitra 
street, one of the streets the thaer 
‘would be passing through. The streets 
were crowded, Women were dressed 
in glittering saris and girls wore 
pavadai ike Akhila, 

Here was Kumar's friend Rangan 
and there, holding tightly to her father’s 
hand was Tamilselvi, Akhila’s friend 
from the village. Luckily itwas not very 
hot. Ithad rained a litle before dawn. 

“Hey! Look, aballoon seller!" cried 








Kumar anna, Pink, blue and yellow 
balloons, Apples and pears and ong 
tubes flew above the balloon seller's. 
head. The balloon seller dragged his 
thumb along the balloons. The noise 
attracted people's attention, 

“Later, later," sald Perisami, "First 
let the thaer go by.” 

“Rengal Renga! Look, the thaer 
has already reached the kadai 
veedhi.” 

Akhila and Kumar anna held 
thatha's hands and moved forward. 
They could see the tall structure float 
along 

Perisami hoisted Akhila on his 
shoulders. Great! Now she had a 
much better view. She towered over 
almost everyone. Many people had 
hoisted their children on their 
shoulders, 

“Renga! Renga! Move to the side. 
Move away from the road.” 
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grandmother. Akhila 
looked up at the 
beautifully decorated 
chariot and saw a tiny 
idol flanked by priests. 
The flag fluttered on 
either side of the thaer. 
The decorative parasol 
atop held her attention, 
She closed her eyes for 
@ moment, muttering a 
prayer. 

All too soon the 
chariot passed by. 
Perisami put Akhila 
down and took Kumar 
anna away to see the 
chariot taking a turn 
into the West Chitra 











Policemen and - wornen were trying 
to control the crowd, People danced 
and sang. They lit camphor on the 
kolams drawn in the middle of the 
road, 

The temple elephant lumbered 
down the street. Someone had given 
a coconut, He held it in his trunk. 
‘Akhila held on to Perisami's shoulder. 

T seemed to be resting on her! 

“Kumar anna,” Akhila called 

"Look at the two white horses in front 

of the chariot. They are pulling it. You 

said people would be pulling the 
chariot" 

"Silly girl. Can't you see that they 
are merely stuffed decorative pieces? 
Look carefully, and you will see the 
huge ropes that the people are using 
to pull the chariot,” replied Kumar 
feeling very important. 

“Say your prayers 


he elephant's beady eyes 





cried 


street 

‘Akhila’s grandmother had given the 
children some money. 

They could spend it on anything, 

Both couldn't decide. 

Balloons? Bangles? Sparkling 
necklaces? Toys? A flute? Colourful 
windmills? Yo-yo? 

Anl Here was something new. A 
man had a balloon-monkey stuck to a. 
piece of tyre. He threw it up in the air 
andit came right back tohim. "Surely 
this is something Mohan or Vial will 
not have, Let me get this,” said Kumar 
and chose a bright green set 

Akhila settled for a necklace of 
pearls with a red pendant and a set of 
bangles to go with her dress. There 
was stil some money left, They bought, 
hot peas and roasted groundnuts. It 
was time to return to grandfather's 
house for the special lunch that 
grandmother had prepared 

Ahana, 
Chennai. 
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nita and Sampruti were 
friends, They would visit 
euch other often, Smapruti 
hhad two spaniels as pets. Sampruti fed 
the dogs herself atleast once a day. 

Anita longed to have a pet, Her 
‘mother had plenty of anecdotes to tell 
Anita about dogs but she refused to 
think of one as a pet. 

‘One day Anita asked her parents if 
she could have a pet. Anita's mother 
refused at once, "I don't want animal 
hairs all over the house," she stated 


PTDPERMT CREAMS 


You need: 


400 gm ic 
1 egg white. 
Juice of I lemon 
Peppermint essence 











Method: 
‘Mix the egg white and sugar in 


alle. = 20 





Anita broached the subject with her 
father. Her father said, "I'l think it 
over.” Anita thought her parents were 
being unfair, Even after a week her 
father gave her no reply. Anita wanted 


ROBBIE cers 
_ a HOME 


& puppy to look after, 
desperately. 

‘One day on her way home Anita 
heard a puppy yelping in pain, She fol- 
owed the sound until she came upon 
the puppy. The puppy was caught in a 
thomy bush. She picked up the puppy 
and looked for its mother, ‘The pup- 
py's mother was nowhere in sight. 

Anita decided to take it home. She 
placed the puppy in a cardboard box 
behind her bookshelf. Since her parents 
weren't home, she could smuggle the 
puppy without much trouble 

Anita began to save all her pocket 


BUDDING CHEF 






























PETPALS 


money to buy food for the puppy. 
She would forgo a little of her 
breakfast and dinner and feed her 
puppy. She named her puppy, 
Robbie, 
nita also told her parents 
that she was planning to 
study hard and secure 
first rank this term in school. No 
cone was to disturb her in her room. 
Her parents were surprised by 
the sudden change of heart but de- 
cided not to comment on 
Seth Giridhari lal wi 
their neighbour. One night, 
1a band of thieves entered 
Seth Giridhatilal’s house and 














decamped witha large amount. =++ T-DISNEY 


of money and jewellery. The 
seth’s wife even complained to 
Anita's mother whom she disliked very 
much, Had they had a dog to guard their 
house, they would not have lost all their 
money,she said, 

‘That night Anita's mother suggested 
to her husband that they should think. 
about having a dog at home, 

Anita who heard this said, 








"But we 





@ bowl. Add a few drops of 

peppermint essence and then add 

the lemon juice, Mix well, Add a 

ttle sugar and roll the mixture into 

a sausage with your hands 

Using knife, cut the sausage into 

different pieces.. Allow to harden. 
Serve the peppermint creams. 

M, Swetha, 

Std VII, 

St. Jospeh’s AIGHSS, 

Trichy, 
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have Robbie, He’ 
wwe can ever have. 

"Who is Robbie?" 
surprise, 

Anita blurted out the whole truth. 
She waited for their reaction when she 
finished her tale, Mother merely 
smiled and said, "Alright, now bring 
Robbie to the living room." Anita was 
pleased. 

Robbie soon hi 
ket, playthings and good food too. 

Anita and Sampruti often took their 
pets for walks. 


the best guard dog 





father asked in 





comfortable bas 








S. Sangeeta, 
Bangalore. 


Dear Sangeeta, please send in your 
age and the name of your school. 


AT swoe 2000 


vyeuuey 
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@ Y. SPANDHAN REDDY, 
Std. Vil, KLPPS, Guntur 








@ K.AKILA, 
Std Vill, MGCY, Trichy 
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DI ove to play ecket. Nobody plays 
games around my place. | find Hind), 
Kannada and Social science clificut Ploaso 
holp. 

‘Aditya, Std. IVA, SKCH, Bangalore 


Dear Aditya, 
Find out if your 
colony/straet or 
society has a 
cricket club. You 


Cae 


‘master languages, itis not 
‘enough if you mugup your 
text book. Read story 
books in Kannada and 
Hindi weiten for your age 
‘group. 

Enlist your parents’ 
help. Ask them to teach 
‘you the dificult lessons. 

‘Ask them to conduct mock tests, 


‘21 have a friend who lives close to my 
house, Her parents wont allow her to get 
‘out of the house, She can meet her friends 
‘only in school. She's my bestfriend. How 
‘can | meet her? 

P. Menaka, age 15, Bangalore 


‘Perhaps you could visit her ather house. 
Hor parents may learn to respect her need 
for freedom. It is usual for parents of 
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teenaged girls to be worried about thelr 
children, You could even ask your parents 








to visit you at your house. 


‘Ever since | began schodling, | have 
‘bean trying to get firstrankin class. | always 
‘get fith or sixth rank, How can | stand first 

inclass? 
R. Anand Kumar, Std. Vil A, Clarence 
HS, Bangalore 


——rnowdoTmeet 
my ‘home-bound! friend? 


!Dear Anand, 

Check your answer sheets, Find out 
what mistakes you make. Study your 
lessons thoroughly. Write your tests without 
fear or tension, You may get first rank. 


‘21am always tense. | have begun to talk 
insleep. Sometimes, the tension is 60 much 
that  bogin to shiver, Inow have black circles 
‘around my eyes. How can I remove these 
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‘marks? 

Pallavi Prasad, 

‘age 15, Nightingales HS, Bangalore 
Dear Patiavi, 


‘You are probably worried about your 
‘board exams. By now your exams may be 
bohind you. Getting worked up will serve 
no purpose. It is wiser to be wall-propared 
for the exams and take them on with 
‘confidence, 

Sloop for eight hours a day. Place 
cucumber slices over your aye lids and relax 
for 10 to 15 minutes 

‘everyday. The black 
circles may be due to 
tiredness ofthe eye. It 
you are suttering 
from health 
problems then seek 
‘medical help. 

2 My hand 
wniting is good but 1 
lose marks because 
1 make a lot of 
corrections in my 
answer paper. As @ 
result |have to score 
‘out passages or ines 

‘and rewrite them. 
Dipti 
Pimpaikhare, Std. Vil, Sow 
Laxmibal EHS, Mumbai 














ps 





Dear Dipti, 
Before writing your answers organise 
your thoughts. You could mark out the points 
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‘on the rough sheet or margin given for rough 
work. Then begin writing the answers. You 
‘don't have 16 score out the rough notes you 
have made. 


21 ove dogs. 1'd love to have one for 
pet My father has agreed. My mother 
reluses permission, In fact, mother's family 
had four dogs as pets when she was young. 





Vandnana, 
age 13, St. 

Francis De Sales 
School, N. Delhi 


Dear Vandhana, 
It your are living in flats, you may need 
the permission of your society or flat 
‘association. Bosides, dogs need a large 
area to move about. Convince your mothe 
that you wil take care of your pet well, Keop 
your room neat and help your mother with 
her dally chores. She may then 
. 





Grandma 
worm 


mY 4 








7 Em) 36) | Once sage Narada and other rishis visited 














Lord Shiva was oblivious to everything. __| 


The peak of Kailash glows 
by the grace of Lord Shiva. 














Devi Himvathi covered Lord Shi 
jes from behind with her palms. 























‘The peak of Kailash melted as the 
flares reached it. 


~ Kk 








My lord, don't 
you see? 
Everything 
is burning. 

Kindly show 


{shall restore 
the peak to 




















Devi, you shut my eyes without 
realising the consequences 
world was plunged In:dar 











Tell me, why did you 
create the third eye? 
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Tre powerful beam Is too 
strong for even the Himalayas. 














ny aia you 











Which one ofthe following isan inert gas? 
4) Corium b) Nitorgen c) Argon ) Francium 


Which isthe genetic material found in human 
beings? 

a) RNA b) Nuclei acid c) DNA.) None of 
these 


What does the word homo sepia’ stand for? 
a) Wise man b)Human bein o) Human group 
1) Too! maker 

An analgesic is taken to relieve ourselves of 
2) Pain b) Fever c) Cough ¢) Indigestion 
The mass of a positron isthe same as tha of 
{8} Neutron b) Proton c) Electron d) Positron 


Syed Vaseem Ahamed Vazir, 
age 15, Gulbarg: 

Dear Syed, please send in the 
name of your school. 









ae ee you supply the missing 
words? 


_ of drawers 
~_-- of flowers 
— of singers 
___ of eggs. 
— of sailors. 
of people. 
— of labourers. 
_ of stars 


11. AL _of 


ni 











' 


>>>>or>d 
Cia 








eanagsona 





aes 
>> 




















whales. 





12. A____of grass. 








13. A___of wild 














animals. 














14.0 
relatives. 
15, A_ 
books. 


R. Anuradha; 
age 16, Chennai 


of 





_of 

















‘Answer the following questions, 
The encirlced letters will give you 
a famous mystery series. 


1, ‘Hardy Boys’ and ‘Three in- 
vestigators’ series are _ ___QQ- 
books. 

2, Oliver Twist was written by 
9 3. She a the Booker award 
for 1997 

4, He wrol 





“The Time Machine’ 





HG. 9. 
TEA, — 0 woe Te 
“Ask your friend to think of a three mi 

digit number and write the same side V. Manasvini, 

by side to make it asix-digit number. age 13, NASR School, 

‘Then ask her to divide the new number 

by 7. Ask her to divide the quotient by 

11 and pass on the quotient to you. 
‘Surprise your friend by giving her 

the answer. You must divide the 

number given to you by 13 and give 

her the number that she had initially 

thought up. 

M. Ishwarya, 
age 13, 


SBOA School, 
)_Z RIDDLES 
Cheanal, ‘Why is a policeman's 
job very theky? 
Because there are alot of 
‘catches in his work. Whichisthe laziest mountain inthe word? 


hat dress does everyone have butnone Everest 
wears? ‘What is the easiest robbery to commit? 
Address Asate robbery 
What is the computer's favourite food? 
. Chips 
What is a snake's favourite subject?” 4: Bharath, age 12, Goh Boseo 
Hiss-tory HSS, Chennai. 
What day of the year is a command to go ‘Dear Bharath) plonse send in your 
torwarct? house address, 


March 4th 
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Mythology 

iranyakashipu and Hiranyakshan were two.deron 

Hiranyakshan hid he earth inthe sea one day 

Teriied, the gods pleaded with Lord Vishnu to restore 
peace and caim tothe living beings on earth 

Lord Vishnu took the form of Varaha (a wild hog), He 
restored the earth with the tusks and killed 
Hiranyakashan with his mace. 

Hiranyakashipu despised Vishnu forking his brother 
and vowed to avenge his death. He sought out 
Sukracharya, the preceptor ofthe demons 

Sukracharya, however, said "you canno kil Vishnu 
He is very power, Do penance and ask for a boon 
that wil protect you from Vishnu 

Hiranyakashipu decided to undertake a very dif 
cult penance 

He stood on one leg for several months, His severe 
penance paid of 

Brahma, pleased with his penance asked, "What is 
the boon that you seek?” 

Hiranyakashipu replied, "Grant me tha | wil din 
ther by aman nor by an animal. Nether inside te house 
ror outside, Nether by man-made weapons nar by di 
Vine weapons, Neither by night nor by day. Neither on 
earth nor in sky." 








Brahma granted him the 
boon, 


ow Hiranyakashipu 
DN iverson 
attacked Indra and 
rade everyone worship im 
Hetormenteg sages ho Wor 
Shipped gods, Everyone wor: 
hipped him except for 
Brahma, Siva ana Vishny 
and nie own son Prahlad 
Praha worpped Vann 
One day he noted hs 2on 
chanta. mantra praising 
Venu 
Hiranyekashipu asked 
Prahalad why he worshipped 


-PRAHALAD 











Vishnu, 
Prahlad said, "Only one 
is worthy of worship. He is 
the almighty, all powerful 
Lord Vishnu. | worship him.” 
Hiranyakashipy said, 
‘Everyone except you wor- 
ships me. Tell me what 
should! do tomake you wor- 
ship me,” 

Prahlad replied, "Please 
go and seek refuge in 
Vishnu, He is really compas- 
slonate, He wil forgive all of 
your crimes and sins.” 

Hiranyakashipu was 
very angry. He said, “All 
rakshasas, gods, yakshas 
‘and gandharvas bow betore 
‘me, Guards, seize this boy 
and kill him.” They did as 
they were told. They tried 
tokillhim in many ways but 
Vishnu protected him, Atlast 
the rakshasas gave up. 


They went to 
Hiranyakashipu and said, 
‘We tried many ways to kill 
him but some kind of magi- 
cal power protects him." 

Hiranyakashipu said 10 
Prahalad, “You worship 
Vishnu very much. Pray tel 
‘me where he is right now? Is! 
he present in this palace?" 

‘Yes, | can see him 
‘everywhere in this palace, 
replied Prahlad, 








iranyakashipy went 
up toa pillar and 
asked Prahlad, "Ishe 
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present in this pillar? ] 7 

"Yes | can see him in 
this pillar," replied Prahiad. 

Hiranyakashipu took 
his mace and said, “it 
your god is present in 
this pillar then I 
smash itto bis. 4 
IWheispowertul q 
then ask him to 
save himself 


Hiranyakashipu struck 
the pillar wth his mace and 
smashed it fo bits. Out of 
the pillar’ appeared right. i's neither night nor day. it's twilight. Neither on 
Narashimha (Hall man,hall earth nor on sky 

lion). He wrestled with “You're on Narasimha's lap. I's neither the sky nor 
Hiranyakashipu and took the earth. You're being killed neither by man-made weap- 
him to the threshold of his ons nor by divine weapons. You're being killed by 
house. He placed him on Narasimha's claws. You are on the threshold of your 
his lap and raised his house, neither inside nor outside! 

hands. A prophecy was Narasimma lowered his hand and tore open 
heard. “Oh wicked Hiranyakashipu's siomach wit his claws. Hiranyakashipu 
Miranyakashipu, you had ied. Prahlad was crowned king. 

3rahma’s boon that you'll = ehijeni Vansigpal 0 1 


Bade fateh JS. Woodsworth Senior PS, 
an animal. Narasimha is were 


velther a man nor an ani- 
nal. Neither by daynorby Dear Shyam, pl. send your Indian contact address, 
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MYSTERY SERIES 
Mystery, Charles Dickens, 
Arundhati Roy, Wells, Twain. 
The famous mystery series is 
NANCY DREW 





3 DIGIT GAME 
Suppose your friend had thought 
up 687 
687687+7=98241 
98241+11 = 8931 
8931+13 = 687, 











SCIENCE QUIZ 
1.6; 2.6;3.)4.;5.6 
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MAD DEFINITIONS | 


MAN: 

Manvis the only animal that 
eats when he is not hungry and 
drinks when he is not thirsty. 


WOMAN: 

The first talking machine 
invented by God which cannot be 
stopped at our will 


DOCTOR: 
‘One who kills you today to 
prevent you from dying tomorrow. 


LAWYER: 

A learned man who rescues 
your estate from your enemies 
and keeps it for himself 


POLITICIAN: 

‘One who promises to build a 
‘bridge where there is no river. 
ARCHAEOLOGIST: 

A man whose career lies in 
ruins, 

EGOIST: 


‘One who looks in instead of 
out. 





M. Pushpanjali, 
Std X, AECS, 
Hyderabad, 














MISSING WORDS 


Board, haul, chest, bouquet, 
choir, clutch, crew, crowd, team, 
galaxy, school, tuft, zoo, family, 
library, 









must 
all effort 
protect fi 








occupies a large 
portion of day-to-day 


our country!" 
Forests along 
anaieais the ghat section are being 
nversation ~77TT\ cleared to pave way for ott 
among girls in my g 
nae: Cure a hunioee vities, We must stop thi 
ogre wa orem aoe We must learn to respec 
environment, Let us ke 4 
Hritik Roshan, the latest hero in Steve clean by not spiltir 
fims, TI ae st an by sitting oF 
nhs env tet rong gone Se 
aver screen. lent it ime we break street lame ; 
‘ H unished. Vehicle owners mi 
realised that real fe is nowhere as ®° etna 
service vehicles regularly. Thi 
blissful as the life depicted In ee ent carbon pollut 
movies? pone 
It we learn to re 





















Neelima Chakraborty, 


environment, it will pave way for a 


Darjeeling. 
Dear Neelima, pl. send in your age and better country, 
the nae of our sooo. liana 
Let’s be responsible Stanes HS, 
People living close to the forests Coonoor 
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was engrossed in cartoon network on the TV. Jerry had 
just managed to escape Tom's clutches. 

Suchi walked to the door reluctantly, her eyes 
still on the TV. She almost screamed when 
the visitor grabbed her hand. 

She turned from the TV and encountered 
Vishnu, her neighbour and friend. His 
grave appearance prevented her from 
uttering any word, 

Vishnu dragged her along with him 
to his house. 
nat's wrong?” she panted as 
they reached the door to his house. 
He lived in the flat across the corti 
dor. 

You've got to help me,” he 
begged frantically. "I've broken my 
‘mother's vase. 
What?" Suchi 
screamed. “That porce: 
lain vase with golden 
rings and beautiful flow. 
ers? The one that was 


PORCELAIN Sse 
VASE “c: 
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S uchi, open the door,” mother called from the kitchen. Suchi 
















antique and worth quite a fortune! 

“That's the one,” Vishnu 
whispered pathetically. 

“How did you break it?” 

“Well, you know how dad hates 
to see that vase placed on the 
table. Sol removed it, When | tried 
to liftit, half the vase just came into 
my hand.” 

I table. 
“You must help me,” he 
implored. 

“Ok. Get me some gum. |i fix 
it" Suchi said with more confidence 
than she felt 

Vishnu ran into his father’s study 
while Suchi inspected the vase. 
The vase had probably developed 
a crack and it must have broken 
when Vishnu lifted it 

In thirty minutes, Suchi had ap- 


plied enough gum to the broken 
piece of the vase and placed the 


SOOT 
Policeman: What do you think 
caused our neighbour's death? 
Wife: Perhaps he forgot to 
breathe. 


stared at the vase on the 


X. Sindhuja, 
HSS. Trichy. 





other piece together. It looked as 
good as new. They stepped back 
and surveyed their handiwork. Just 
then the bell rang. 

‘Suchi said, “Put back the gum. 
11 answer the bell.” 

Hi Suchi greeted 
Vishnu’s father as he stepped into 
the house. Her bright smile made 
him suspicious. 

"Are you two upto something?" 
he asked looking around the living 
room as Vishnu emerged from Mr. 
Menon's study, 

“No,” the children answered in 
unison, 

ill make you some tea, dad," 
Vishnu said skipping into the 
kitchen 

Suchi picked up Mr. Menon's 
briefcase and went into the study. 

Mr. Menon's gaze fell on the 
vase. “Your mother never listens 
‘when | tell her not to keep the vase 


on the table.” 
H discover that he had only one 
half of it in his hand. 

‘Oh my god!" he cried. The 
children looked at each other and 
then at him, “Your mother is going 
to bring the house down for this.” 

The children realised that Mr. 
Menon believed that he had broken 
the vase. 

‘We'll help you fix it dad,” Vishnu 
offered sweetly, 

“What an angel,” his father said 
relaxing a little. 








e picked up the vase only to 
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The three were able to fix the 
vase quickly, The job was neatly 
done. 

Just as MrMenon relaxed with 
his cup of tea, the bell rang, 

“Hello,” the three of them said 
as Mrs, Menon stepped into the 
house. 

Mrs. Menon beamed at the 
warm reception given to her. The 
children helped her to bring in her 
purchases, Mrs. Menon eyed her 
son suspiciously. He never offered 
to help unless he wanted a raise in 
his pocket money. Suchi, the 
neighbour's daughter was gener- 
ally well-behaved with adults. 

"git down, Parvathy. I'l make 
you some coffee,” said Mr, Menon. 

“Thank you,” Mrs, Menon said 
cautiously as she walked into the 


oom, 
H vase on the table, 

"Oh dear! | forgot to keep 
the vase in its place," so saying she 
walked up to the table and picked 
itup, 

“Oh! How could | have been so 
careless," Mrs. Menon bemoaned 
as she looked at the broken half of 
the vase in her hand. 

The children and Mr. Menon 
looked at her in confusion. 

“Dad bro... ouch,” Vishnu cried 
out as Mr. Menon stepped on his 
toes before he could say anything 

“Sorry about that dear. I'll buy 
you another vase. Now drink up 


er eyes dwelt on the procelain 
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Father: Ravi. osked you five oui 
tions. Now. tell me which of those 
questions were wrong? 

Ravi: Fist two and lost three. 

‘SP, Sanketh, IX std, Premier H.S. 
Bangalore. 


this coffee," Mr. Menon said. 

Later he winked at the childrer 
But Vishnu and Suchi thanked their 
stars that things had turned out so 
well for them. 

They leamt two lessons {rom the 
episode, One could be saved ir 
the most peculiar way possible 
The second lesson was thal gui’) 
cannot put together a br: 
porcelain vase. 

Dhanam Cheliam, 
Coimbatore. 


Doar Dhanam Chelan, please sendin your 
‘age and the name of your schoo! 









—] 
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Daughter Did you hea | 
uho swallowed a teaspoon? | 
Dad No,uhathappenedtohine — | 

Daughter OhlHe cant st | 








Oh! My heart! 

Dennis Quilly of Brazil died 136 
times. Every time his heart failed, 
the doctors were able to make it 
beat again, The total time his 
heart stopped beating was half a 
day, 

Feet for a price 

Aheavily indebted grocer hired 
an acquaintance to cut off his feet 
to collect 1.7 million dollars in 
insurance in Seoul. The 51 year 
old man's bluff was 
called by the police. 

Rich conmen 

In Beijing, two 
Chinese brothers tured 
very rich one day. They 
were sentenced to 
death for illegally 
transferring about 
87,000 dollars into their 
bank account with the 
help of a computer. 

Lucky shepherd 

Mangu Singh of 
Nouthanya village in 
Uttar Pradesh is a 
shepherd. Atleast 12 
times meteors fell in the 
forest, where he was 
tending his sheep. Not 
one could do any harm 
to him. Every time, a 
number of sheep were 
killed. Once he lost all 
the sheep he was 
tending. 


No space 
In Tokyo, in 1995, deaths were 
so many that the entire burial 
ground was used up. One had to 
spend a fortune to obtain some 
space to bury a corpse. Even then, 
lottery would be drawn, and the 

winner given preference. 

Thirsty burglars 

The house of Gurunath, 
Minister of 







Karnataka, was burgled when the 
Minister and his family were asleep. 
The two armed guards were asleep 
too, The burglars made off with Rs. 
20,000 in cash. They also emptied 
all the cool drink bottles in the fridge. 
First toy club 
India's first “Toy club" was started 


in 1965 in Mumbai by 
Virendhra Adhia 
under the 
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auspices of the "Share your toys 
Foundation”: 


Broom as sarpanch 

‘Some women decided to protest 
against lack of drinking water for over 
two weeks. Nearly 
60 women went in 
procession to the 
panchayat office in 
Bheemgal village. 
They carried empty 
pots. They 
Gatecrashed into the 
office and ransacked 
it. Then they broke the 
pots and left a broom, 
on the sarpanch's 
chair. 


Bad precedent 

In nine vilages of 
Tirunelveli district, of 
TN, tea shops were 
found practising 
untouchability. They 
served tea in 
separate glasses to 
dalts, Three people 
were arrested for this. 

Ship cake 

A cake in the 
shape of Titanic, the 
ship that sank in 
1912, costing one 
lakh rupees was 
displayed at an 
exhibition cum sales 
of cakes mela at 
Bangalore in 1998. 


MV. Naidu, 
Hyderabad. 









here was a time when the Assam. — The 

‘one horned rhinos were Jalalpara and the 
found in plenty in the Indo- Gorumara wildlife 
gangetic plains along the foothills sanctuaries of N. 
of Himalayas, from Nepal to Bengal each 
Assam. have 74 and 46 
The Moghul emperor Babur fhinos. These 
hunted rhinos near Peshawar (now sanctuaries are 
in Pakistan) in 1526, The Abul Fazal_ doing everything 
Nama has recorded hinosightings they can to 

duced rhino population 








increase India’s 
‘along the Chambal river in the latter rhino population. 
part of the 16th century. 








+ Rhinos are being killed for their horns 

Today less 
than 2000 rhinos 
survive. That too 
only in West 
Bengal and 
Assam. A census 
placed the rhino 
population at 
1817 in 1999. Of 
these, 1552 are 
in Kaziranga 
National Park, in 








thino horns have no 
biochemical properties 
or effects. Yet, 
poaching continues, 
‘Smugglers establish 
international links and use 
sophisticated weapons. The forest 
guards are not equipped with 
In 1993, a census modern gadgets. So, poachers 
revealed that rhinos were found in have thelr way, 
areas of Orunga and Laokhow in 
‘Assam, By 1999, noone had seen 
rhinos there. Rhinos are being 
poached for their horns. il 
Their horns are ines nave toD® caret 
believedtohave | *™ 
medicinal pro: 
perties. Rhino 
horns are not 
made of bones. 
They are tightly 
packed mass of 
hair fibres 
Scientific tests 
have proved that 













Mario : 
helped an old lady to cross the 
road, 

Dad : That is nice to hear. Why 
did it take three of you to help her? 
Mario : She did not want to go. 


My two friends and I 





Jimmy : My dad once faced o tiger 
‘and didn’t turn a hair. 
Johnny : I'm not surprised. Your dod 
is bald! 

aE 
John : Do you know my dad is 
a magician? 
Tom : Is he really? 
John : Yes, with one wave of 
my mother’s hair brush he can 
make me disappear! 


G. Lakshmi Priya 
‘Std VIC, Cluny School, 








ocal poachers and Naga 
L hunters are used to kill rhinos 
inside the national parks. 
Large pits are dug along the route 
the rhinos take. The pits are 
covered with branches of trees. 
The unsuspecting rhino which 
walks across the pit falls into it. 
The animal is mercilessly killed 
andits horn removed. Many times 
the rhino is left still alive, lying in a 
pool of blood with its horn severed 
from the snout. A rhino horn weighs 
‘one kg. and fetches more than a 
lakh of rupees in the foreign market. 
Every year not less than 20 rhinos 
are killed in Kaziranga. In one year 
48 rhinos were slaughtered inside 
the park. The horn of the Indian 
rhino costs twice as much as that 
of the African thino. 


Every year not less than 
20 rhinos are killed in Kaziranga. 


Loss of habitat, drought, flood 
and changes in economy have 
wrought havoc. When floods 
occur, they shrink the natural 
sanctuaries, eroding land. As a 
result many rhinos are drowned in 
the floods. 

In recent years stringent 
measures are being taken to 
preserve our rhinos. Animals are 
removed to higher grounds during 
floods. Protection laws are being 
strictly enforced. If these measures 
are continued we may hope for an 
increase in rhino population. 

Sukhendu Dutta, 











Calcutté 
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WE NEED 


‘Weeneed the strength 1 eep us true 
‘An tight in verging we 8% 
Merneed power 0 keep us 008 
Woe ae are tempted t0 20 FONE 
Weneed grace to Keep 1 PATE 
‘When pasion triesits ea 1S 
Weneed love to keep us sweet 
Wise hardship and mistrust we mest 
Weneed an arm to light the wa 
‘When ark with trouble grows our 83+ 
We need to shove compassion 
Whe esser endowed and putin action 
“Ai our thoughts bigand smal. 
‘Netrongamind makes us tale 
A ramen Gad and york robles aT 
Met rear oma o county Sun 


ae 



















D. Joh 
se 13, KV No.2 
Chennai 
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When my father was transferred to 
Coonoor, I had the chance to travel by the 
Nilgiri train. Coonoor is a hill station in the 
Nilgiris. It ts 1600m above sea level. 

The Nilgiri train is run between 
Mettupalayam and Ooty, The train halts at 
Hillgrove, Coonoor, Wellington, Ketti, Lovedale 
ete. along 
the way. 
There are 
15 tunnels 
to cross 
enroute to 
Ooty. A 
lucky 
traveller 
may spot 


blue paint 
on the 
train, ensures that it blends into the 
background of the blue mountains. The train 
was first run in 1897. This trip does not earn 
the revenue needed to sustain it. The 
government has decided to maintain tt because 
itis @ tourist attraction. Stmilar trains are 
being run only in Simla and Darjeeling. 
V. Namratha, 
Std. VB, Sindhi Vidhyalaya MHSS, 
Coimbatore 
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am Sudhir. 1 ama 
reporter, Iwas on an 
assignment in 
Rampur village. I was 
taking a census of the 
literates in the village, 

‘Veeru was a fourteen 
year old boy. I met him 
fon the outskirts of the 
village. He was a dark 
boy, short for his age. His 
eyes sparkled with 
intelligence. He had 
oiled his hairand combed 
itback. He wore a whit 
shirt and green trousers. 
They had probably seen 
better days. He was 
barefoot. He held 
dogeared school books in 
hhis hand. Lasked him the 
way to the mukiah’s 
(village chief) house, He 
showed me the way and 
walked away. Atthat time 
T didn't know he wai 
going to make a lasting 
impression on me. 

T learnt from the 
villagers that Veeru was 
very good at studies, He 
lived in a thatched hut 

is mother. His 
father had died when 
Veeru was only five. His 
mother did chores for the 
villagers and eked out a 
living 

Soon, Veeru and I 
became good friends. He 
would tell me about his 
school and I would teach 
him in the evenings. 


O« day a thatched 
hut on the edge of 
the village caught fire. 


Everybody rushed to the 








Name : B. Babi Vivek Antony 
Age : 12 
Address : A/387, BHEL Township, 


Ranipet - 632 406. 
Hobbies ; Chatting, playing, watching 
‘TV, gardening, Interior decoration. 





Name : Sadia P, Raveendran 
Age : 12 
‘Address :7, ADA Apts., Victoria Road, 
Bangalore - 560 047. 
Hobbies : Music, 
skating, dancing, 
surfing the net 


swimming, reading, 
ling, writing stories, 








‘Name : Vaishnavi, 

Age :9 

Address :27, O.V.M. Street, Chepauk, 
Chennai - 5. 

Hobbies : Painting and singing 


Name : K. Kiran Kumar 





Age : 10 
‘Address : 65/27, O.V.M. Street, 
‘Chepauk, Chennai - 5. 





Hobbies : Cricket, drawing. 

Name : Debashish Nandi 

Age :16 

Address : Alliance Francaise de 
Calcutta, SC, Sukh Sagar (V Floor), 2/5, 
‘Sarat Bose Road, Calcutta - 700 020. 

Hobbies 


poetry, making friends, 


Name : V. Harini 
Age 
Address : 104/11, Sir PS. Sivaswamy 
Salai, Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004. 
Hobbies 
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Reading, writing, learning 
Tanguages, making news and scrap albums, 


Reading horror stories, 
surfing the net, learning new languages, 





basket ball, cycling, cooking, stitching and 
gymnastics 





Name : N.S. Priyanka Devi 
Age:9 
Address : Dio. N.V. Sridhar, LQ 4, 


Lloyds Colony. 
O14. 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, playing, 
watching TV. 





Royapettah, Chennai - 600 


Name : N.S. Bharath Kumar 

Age :13 

Address : LQ 4 Lloyds Colony, 
Royapettah, Chennai - 600 014, 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, playing 
cricket, philately, collecting coins, cycling, 





Name : P. Aparna 
Age = 15 

Address : Flat No. 11, Gangotri Apts., 
casnagar, DSMR, Hyderabad - 60, 
Hobbies : Painting, cooking, gardening, 





Name : Greeshma Das 

Age :10 

Address : 35/35, 3rd Cross, K.V. 
Layout, IV Block, East Jayanagar, 
Bangalore - $60 011. 

Hobbies : Reading, music, drawing and 
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painting. 


Nam 

Age: 14 

‘Address : PlotNo. 12, Ayyan Illam, Om 
Sakti Nagar, Chitlapakkam, Chennai - 600 
064. 

Hobbies : Philately, chatting, making 
friends, music, reading. 





3. Divya Devi 


Name : Ninu Suresh 

Age: I 

‘Address ; Building No. C 14, GO 
‘Quarters, Thevally, Kollam. 

Hobbies ; Watching TY, reading, 
philately, 


Name : Sadia 

Age: 14 

‘Address : 177, Bells Road, Chepauk, 
Chennai - 600 005, 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, 
novels, improving vocabulary. 





inglish 


Name : R, Deepthi 

Age: 13 

Address : D/o. H.V. Ranganath, D.No. 
1/310, Officers Qrts, Paper Town, 
Bhadravathi, Kamataka, 

Hobbies : Crafts, reading Gokulam, 


———S 


Teacher: | 
wish you would 
pay alittle 
attention. 

Pupil: | am, 
paying as little 
‘9s! can! 

M. Kadambari, 
‘Chennai 
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light mucic, dancing and playing basket 
ball 


Name : M.A. Archat 

Age :15 

‘Address : 2/87, B-1, Vinayagapuram, 
Bagalur Road, Hosur - 635 109, 
Tamilnadu 

Hobbies : Reading, painting, music and 
making friends. 





Name : B.S. Jeevan 

Age: 13, 

Address ; No. 102, ‘Mannagudda 
‘Towers’, Mannagudda, Mangalore - 575 
003, 

Hobbies : Philately, reading, watching 
TV, ete, 


Name : Anirudh Iyer 

Age: 11 

Address : Flat No, 32, Kartik 
Apartments, Sector 21-C, Faridabad, 
Haryana - 121 001 

Hobbies : Reading, making friends, 
‘working on the computer, eycling, music, 
playing cricket and coin collection. 


‘Name : Thapan Das 

Age :8 

‘Address : 35/35, 3rd Cross, KV Layout, 
44th Block, Jayanagar east, Bangalore - 560 
ou 

Hobbies : Watching cartoons, drawing, 
reading comics, playing badminton, 


‘Name : Smitha P. Shankar 

‘Age: 17 

‘Address : 2, Janki Darshan Aprt., Near 
Nutan Gyan Mandir School, Katemanivali, 
Kalyan (E) - 421 306, Thane. 

Hobbies : Reading, music, chatting, 
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Enclosed ismy DD/MO for Rs, 36/-for 6 issues/ Rs. 72/-for 12 issues. 
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PIN CODE 
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‘One small act-months of reading pleasure! 
Send your filled in forms along with a Demand Draft drawn in 
favour of 'Gokulam’ to 


THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 


GOKULAM ¢fngiish) 








47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD, 
EKKADUTHANGAL, CHENNAI - 600 097, | 
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BADMINTON 
Prakash Padukone, 
winner of the 1972 Arjuna 
award was recently honoured 
with a lifetime achievement 
award, Padukone isthe sixth 
person and the second sports- 
man to win the PC. Chandra 
Puraskar. He won the all- 
England Badminton Cham- 
pionship and put our country 
fon the world map in this 
sport, Since his retirement he 
has devoted his life to the Ca 
development of the spor. Ganguly 


TENNIS 

Jim Courier, winner of 
four grand slam titles in the 
1990s plans to rete from professional tennis career. 
Courier is 29. 

Martina Hingis tops the women’s tennis 
ranking after beating Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
in the final of the Hamburg cup. The prize 
money : $535,000, 








CRICKET 
Indian captain Saurav Ganguly has 

won the Ceat International 

Cricketer of the year award. 






OLYMPIC FLAME 


‘The olympic flame will be flown 
from Greece to Sydney in a specially 
designed cradle, The flame will be 
sent to Australia after a 10 day relay in 
Greece. The flame will complete the 
journey in 13 days. It will fly via 
Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, 
Vanuatu, Fiji and New Zealand to reach Australia 

Fire extinguishers will also be at hand during the trip. 
‘The flame will fly business class. The games begin in 
Sydney in September. 
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Part V 


Ramanlal owns a rose garden near Shoba’s 
house. He is now in all. Rumour has it that the 7 
ppolice hold him responsible for a murder that 
took place in his garden. Shoba, hercousin 
Rakesh and a few of their friends 
investigate. They suspect Suresh, an 
‘engineer, He is in charge ofa building 
‘currently under construction. 


‘ameera sald to Suresh, “if you 
‘confess to the crime, you may 
be able to save Raman lal's 





ite: 

‘Suresh hestated, Then he said 0 
the labourer, “Alright tomorrow 
morning, Iisurrender tothe police” 
fe turned tothe children. "Now go 
along. if you hang around, your 
parents ay inform te pace. De you 
want that?” The children realised that 
it was well past bedtime. If their 
parents came toknow of althis there 
was bound tobe rouble 

“The next day, everyone met at 
Shoba’s house. The morning 
newspaper caried nothing about 
Suresh's surender to police 
Shoba suggestedto the athers that 
they should pay a visit to the 
labourer’ tent 

SShoba stopped on her tracks 
when she saw someone emerge 
from the labourer’ tent. The young 
man bore a sitking resemblence To 
Ramu Kaka, 

‘She rushed to him and asked, ‘Who 
‘are you" 

Thelaboureremergedtrompistentand — |/ \ 


said, "He's my nephew” ‘ 
Wy nep Wypaiay Wi 
Ss hoba was disappointed. Arvind who also fable 


noticed the resemblence wondered if the 
labourer was lying 
There was no time to lose, Shoba and Sameera decided to watch the laboure 
tent while Rakesh and Arvind walked to the police station, Mukesh decided to wat 
‘Suresh’s house. 
‘As Mukesh waited behind a tree, two men arrived at Suresh’s house, They spol 
for a few minutes and then let 
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Suresh saw them off, The two men walked in 
the direction of the rose garden, 
Just then, Rakesh and Arvind arrived at Suresh’s 


‘ew seconds ater consable Manahar and 2 
,oupiecipaicomen arved.Theboys waned ie 

poloere sce Suresh ote oep 
ne eer sopbed ear ne aboure’s en. The 
boys reached the tent just as Shoba finished telling 

tne constable ole double. 

; Syne atternoonteose garden 
VIG THEE sev vas'coves Raman ta 






it 


—Yibye 


“m MYSTERY 


turned out had been falsely accused, 
Ramu Kaka’s son had sustained only minor 
injuries in the car accident. Suresh had planted 
blood-stained clothes in Ramu Kaka's garden. He 
had bribed the construction labourer to hold Ramu 
Kaka's son hostage. Things went awry when the 
children walked into the mystery. 
‘Suresh surrendered to the police. Ramu Kaka was 
released, His joy knew no bound when he learnt that 
his son was alive 
‘Aweek later when Shoba passed by the rose garden, 





j 7/7 TTHE BOY WHO 
#23) RAN AWAY 


By R. SUJATHA 
—D.K. Aarti, 


Std. X, St. John's A new serial from 
School, Hyderabad. duly 2000 


Aarti wins Rs. 100. 






now glowed with Ife. 
THE END 











Russia’s new 
president 


Mr. Viadimir Putin 
was sworn in.as Russia's 
second democratically 
elected president. Mr 
Putin is a former KGB 
officer. KGBis Russia's 
inteligence wing. Hes 
therefore aware of ll the 
wrong things that the 
Russian dictators ofthe 
past did. So the 
Russians hope that he 
will make a good 
president and pave the 
way fora better future 
Clean air costs 

money 

Chennai has an 
‘oxyzen’ parlour, Those 
who wish to breathe | 
clean air can do so for 
Rs.75. This is the 
second such pariour in 
the country. Each person gets to 
breathe clean air for 15 minutes 
India's first parlour was started in 
Bangalore. 

While-doctors recommend three 

sts a week to purity one’s blood, 









the common man wonders how he 


can afford it, The oxyzen parlours 
supply purified air and not oxygen 
as the name suggests. 
Computer virus 
‘A bank employee is believed to 
have created a virus that can 
penetrate computers worldwide and 
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“A mix and match of rel life scenes with 3- animation. 


‘Courtesy: Newswe 


Gestroy all important data. The bar 
employee was arrested in Mani 
Philippines. The virus has disrupte 
e-mail services world over. Th 
damage caused is estimated at or 
billion dollars. 
Movie on dinos 

Disney's latest venture is a 3. 
digital animation movie o 
dinosaurs. For years animator 
studied elephants to simulal 
Brachiosaur and other such dino 
Even after 65 million years, dinc 
hold us in a thrall, The movie toc 
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ix years to make. Nine hundred 
eople were involved 

Planets lineup unseen “ 

Five planets closest to earth 
ned up in a row for three days in 
fay. The event occurred in broad 
aylight. The astronomical event 
ould not be seen through 
alescopes either. 


Neem remains with India 
‘A company in the US claimed 
atent for neem in 1995, The 
ompany developed medicines 
sing neem seeds. 
Neem has been growing in India 
ince time immemorial. Neem's 
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medicinal 


properties have found 
extensive mention in India's ancient 
scriptures 
The US company lost the patent 
claim, because India said it 
amounted to bio piracy, 
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Anjana was 
new to the city. \ 
Since she went 
around the city only 
with her parents she 
was not very worried 
The school to which 
she went did make her 
nervous, Students inher ¥ 
class incessantly talked 
about father’s day ever 
since the school had \\ 
reopened. Anjana had no \ 
idea what it meant. She had \ 
no friend whom she could 
ask. Two days later during the 
English class the teacher said 
between the lessons, ‘How 
many of you are going to 
celebrate father’s day?" All 
students raised their hands. 

Anjana 
looked 
refused to 
put up her 
hand. There see- 
med no point in 
celebrating some- 
thing when you did 
not know what it 
meant. 

"Anjana, aren't you going to 
celebrate father’s day" the teacher 
asked. 

‘Anjana stood silent. Should she 
tellthe teacher that she had no idea 
what the teacher was talking 
about? Or should she tell the tea- 
cher that she didn’t believe in it? 
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The teacher asked her to s 
down. She then explained how thi 
day had originated. Soon, eacl 
student in the class was coming U} 
with ideas for the day. 

That evening Anjana asked he 
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other whether she had 
elebrated father’s day. Mother 
\id “Never heard of it when | was 
In school. Would you like to gift your 
father something?” 

“Yes, but | don't know what he 
ould like.” 

Mother said thoughtfully, “You 
‘ould give him water colours. Your 
jad loved to paint. When you were 
toddler you once spilt some paint 
Nn a canvas that he had left half- 
ein his room. The painting was 
intended for a competition. 

“Your father was very upset that 
ou had spilt paint on it. However, 
lhe decided to send it to the 
sompetition because he thought it 
as good enough. He rectified 
Imost of the damage you had done 
|and completed the picture. 

“At the competition the judges 
became angry when they saw your 
father's painting. They said that 
your father was trying to pass off a 
child's work as his own. They said 
he had insulted the judges’ 
abilities. This upset your father. He 
vowed never to paint again.” 

Tt was father's day. Anjana 
waited till her father sat 
to read the newspaper. 
She then walked up to 
him with her gift. "Here 
is my gift to you father. 


he turned to mother. 
































Mother said to Anjana, ‘Explain 
it to him.* 

Anjana then told her father all 
that had happened in school. Her 
father opened the gift. In it lay a 
dozen paint bottles, a set of 
brushes and a card. Anjana then 
fetched the canvas she had 
purchased. Her father was very 
pleased. ‘This time | shall 
Participate in the amateur painters 
competition. Guess who my 
subject will be?” 

Mother and Anjana waited. 

“Anjana of course.” 

Anjana hugged her father and 
said, "Thank you, father’ 

Father smiled. “That's my 
birthday gift to you." 

Anjana realised that that day 
happened to be her birthday too! 
Anjana was the happiest person on 
earth, 

R. SUJATHA 


You are the nicest father on i 
earth,” she said shyly, eo 

Her father put the news- pee tore ait 
paper away. ‘Whats all this?” YOR eT tO - 


Once I was asleep in my bed, 
I saw a ghost walk though the 

curtains red. 
Ithad a very large head 
Skinny, long legs dripping blood 
Ithad just one eye 
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Perched on its head too high L awoke and screamed in fear 
A white cloth covered its skull Loud enough to bring my parents 
And I tried my fear to quell dear. 
Then as if swaying in the breeze When I sat up I realised it was a 
It began to dance, and I began to dream 
freeze. The ‘ghost’ had scared me enough 
to scream! 
Even now when I think of this 
3 dream, 


Talways want to scream! 
38 VANIT, 
Std. VIB, Goa. 
Dear Vanit, please send in the 
name of your school. 
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F! Memtn,\ 
Funny Talk 


Take the first letter from each 1, What did the big fountain 


é - the litle fountain? 
picture clue to name the fruit. did the egg say to 
3. What did daddy s 
to baby shoe? 

4, What did one lilt say 10 
the other it? 
5, What did the bee say to 
the rose? 

S. Nitya Subhas, ViIB, 
St. Xavier 











say 





Billy = Did you kxow thar my 

vel was homesick? 

Willy + Yis 

Billy : How cay you kvou] 
jus old 





Concept : P. Brindha, SNMM School, Coimbatore. 
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